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BICENTENMIAL CONFERENCE WRAP-UP 
INTRO: 


THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE UNITED STATES 
CONSTITUTION SINCE THE DOCUI.c.!T JAS ADOPTED NEARLY TWO 
HUNDRED YEARS AGO WAS HELD THIS WEEX IN PHILADELPHIA, 
NARILYN MOORE HAS A REPORT. 

TEXT: 

BACK IN SEVENTEEI! EICHTY-SEVE!'!, JANES MADISON CAUTIONED 
HIS FELLOW DELEGATES TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION THAT, 
"IM FRAMING A SYSTEM WHICH WE “ISH TO LAST FOR AGES, WE 
SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE CHANGE WHICH AGES WILL PRODUCE," 
MADISON AND HIS COLLEAGUES WOULD HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY PLEASED 
IF THEY HAD BEE! BACK AT INDEPENDENCE HALL, IN PHILADELPHIA, 
THIS WEEK WHEN NINETY OF AMERICA'S STATESIIEN, LEGAL SCHOLARS 
ANID PUCLIC OPINION LEADERS GATIIERED FOR A BICENTENNIAL 
EXAMINATION OF THE CONSTITUTION IN TERMS OF CURRENT PUBLIC 
ISSUES. THEIR VERDICT, AFTER FOUR INTENSIVE DAYS OF 
DISCUSSION, WAS THE CONSTITUTION IS ALIVE AND WELL AND NEEDS 
NO CHANGING, INDEED, THAT THE DOCUMENT IS REMARKABLY 
FLEXIBLE AND HAS WORKED BEAUTIFULLY. THIS IS NOT TO SAY 
THAT THIS WEEK'S CONFERENCE DELEGATES FOUND THE UNITED 
STATES IN AS GOOD A CONDITION. RATHER, THEY CITED NUMEROUS 
PROBLEMS, AND EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE SHADO!'S OF THE 
VIETNAM WAR AND WATERGATE WERE EVER PRESENT AT THE CONFERENCE. 
BUT, SAID THE DELEGATES, THE ANS''ERS TO AMERICA'S PROBLEMS 
CAN BE WORKED OUT AND TRIED OUT WHITH THE CONSTITUTION JUST 


AS IT IS. 
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FOR THE DELISERATIONS, TH= DELEGATES WERE DIVIED INTO 
FOUR GROUPS. THE FIRST GROUP, MEETING ON THE THEME "MAINTENANCE 
OF REVOLUTIONARY VALUES,"' SPEIiIT A GREAT DEAL OF TINE ON THE 
QUESTION OF EQUALITY. THE CONSTITUTION WRITERS SAID THAT 
EACH PERSON WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN WELFARE, BUT THIS 
WEEK'S DELEGATES AGREED THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING A FLOOR OF DECENT LIFE FOR ALL 
ITS CITIZENS. ACCORDING TO THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS, 

THE CURRENT JUDICIAL TREND, IS AWAY FRO! EQUALITY OF 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AND TOWARD EQUALITY OF RESULTS: FOR 
EXAMPLE, A RECENT COURT DECISION ORDERING THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA TO EMPLOY A CERTAIN NU''BER OF BLACKS IN THE STATE 
POLICE. THE CONSENSUS OF THE COMMITTEE WAS THAT NO 
LIBERTIES ARE BEING RESTRICTED BY EXTENDING LIBERTIES AND 
EQUALITY TO OTHERS. 

THE SECOND GROUP OF DELEGATES TO THE BICENTENNIAL 
CONFERENCE ON THE UNITED STATSS CONSTITUTION PURSUED THE 
SUBJECT OF EFFECTIVENESS OF GOVERNIiIENTAL OPERATIONS. THE 
DELEGATES AGREED THAT DESPITE THE WATERGATE AFFAIR, THERE 
IS NO NEED FOR ANY BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AFFECTING 
THE OFFICC OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT NOR ANY CHANGES AFFECTING 
THE CONGRESS. SOME REFORMS ARE NEEDED, THE GROUPS RELIEVES, 
SUCH AS ABOLITION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL SENIORITY SYSTEM, BUT 
THEY COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES. 
SIMILARLY, THE THIRD COMMITTEE, DISCUSSING THE SHAPING 
OF PUBLIC POLICY, POINTED OUT SUCH DESIRED CHANGES AS A 
NEED FOR FEWER ELECTIONS -- ESPECIALLY PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES; 
A NEED FOR GREATER GOVERNENENT PLANNING; A NEED FOR MORE 


REGIONAL SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT; A NEED FOR A NEW AND BETTER 
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WAY TO CHOOSE A COUNTRY'S VICE PRESIDENT; AND A NEED FOR 
AUTOMATIC UNIVERSAL REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. AGAIN, NO 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES WOULD BE NEEDED TO ACCOMPLISH THOSE 
GOALS. 

THE FOURTH GROUP, FOCUSING ON THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
WORLD, CALLED OCSOLETE THE CONSTITUTION'S TREATY PROVISION 
WHICH GIVES A MINORITY NUMBER OF SENATORS THE POWER TO NEGATE 
FOREIGN POLICY WHICH MIGHT HAVE BROADER POPULAR FAVOR. THE 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS FELT THAT TREATY POWER SHOULD BE EXTENDED 
TO BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS. BUT THEY GELIEVE THAT A 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO DO IT, THE 
COMMITTEE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE CONSTITUTION'S SEPARATION 
OF POWERS MAKES IT HARDER FOR THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 
TO DECIDE FOREIGN POLICY; BUT ON CONE ISSUES -=- ANGOLA WAS 
ONE MENTIONED -- THE DELEGATES FELT THAT THE SYSTEM OF 
CHECKS AND BALANCES WAS A GOOD THING. 

COPT) I ASKED TWO OF THE FOUR EUROPEAN DELEGATES TO 
THE BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE ON THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 
-- BOTH OF THEti PROFESSORS FROM ENGLAND -- HOW THEY VIEVED 
THE MEETING, ONE SAID HE WAS STRUCK BY THE SIMILARITY OF 
PRESENT PROBLEMS OF THE UNITED STATES AND ENGLAND. HE 
PARTICULARLY CITED EQUALITY OF ALL CITIZENS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN 
AHD RACIAL MINORITIES, THE SECOND BRITISH DELEGATE SAID 
HE WAS MORE OPTIMISTIC THAN MOST OF THE AMERICAN DELEGATES. 
"YOU AND YOUR JUDGES," HE SAID, "ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH YOUR 
PROBLEMS, BUT AN OUTSIDER IS STRUCK BY THE PROGRESS YOU HAVE 
MADE IN RESOLVING SOME APALLING SOCIAL PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY 


IN THE AREA OF RACE RELATIONS." CEND OPT) 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE ON THE UNITED 
STATES CONSTITUTION, WHICH WAS SPONSORED BY THE AMERICAN 
ACADEMY OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AND FUNDED BY AN 
OIL COMPANY, WAS TO PROMOTE SERIOUS DIALOGUE AND FOCUS 
ATTENTION ON CRITICAL ISSUES. SUMMED UP CONFERENCE 
CHAIRMAN MARVIN WOLFGANG, "OUR FINAL VOICES WILL BE GUIDES 
FOR DECISIONMAKING, NEITHER THE WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS, NOR 
THE SUPREME COURT CAN IGNORE WHAT WE'VE SAID HERE." 
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